
“What’s the speed limit?” 
It happens to nearly everyone  – Sometimes it even 
causes mild panic! You're happily cruising along at 
50mph when you suddenly realise you have no idea 
what the speed limit is! 

Here you will find some quick tips to help you figure 
out the speed limit even if you can’t see the speed in 
a red circle sign.  

 

20mph 
 

 
 

• 20mph zones are usually found in town 
centres, high streets, and residential roads or 
near to schools and nurseries.  

 
• 20mph limits are generally very well marked 

and you will see regular speed limit signs on 
20mph roads. 
 

• A speed limit this low is low for a good 
reason. So respect the 20 

 
 

 

 

 

 
30mph 

 
• The default speed limit in 'built-up' areas 

(urban roads and villages). 
 

• The general rule being if you see streetlights, 
it's 30 unless you see a sign telling you its 
anything different. 

 
 

 

 

 

 
 

40 and 50mph 

 
• 40 and 50 limits are usually on roads that 

aren't in heavily built-up areas but there is a 
reason why the national speed limit is not 
appropriate.  
 

• There are many hazards that could dictate 
this lower speed, sharp bends, frequent 
junctions, high collision rates or other safety 
factors such as regular pedestrian movement.  
 

• You'll see regular repeater signs in 40 and 
50mph areas, especially if there is a system 
of street lighting as the absence of repeaters 
would make the limit 30mph by default.  

 
 

 
 
 



 
60mph - national speed 
limit 

 
 

• 60mph is the national speed limit for single 
carriageways. 
 

• If there's no central reservation (grass or 
concrete between the lanes) then you're on a 
single carriageway. 

 
• The national speed limit sign here means its 

60mph maximum. 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 
70mph - national speed 
limit 

 
• 70mph is the national speed limit for dual 

carriageways (the ones with the central 
reservations). If you see the national speed 
limit sign here it means 70mph. 
 

• 70mph is also the national speed limit for 
cars on motorways, where you might see the 
sign overhead on  a gantry or similar. 

 
• If it is anything different the speed will be 

shown in a red circle sign  beware of variable 
limits where the speed on the gantry might 
change a number of times during the course 
of each day.  
 

 
 

 

And if you can't see any 
speed limit signs: 
If you’re in an area where there are no speed limit 
signs or street lamps, play it safe: stay at 30 until you 
see a sign telling you otherwise.  

 


